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Park Royal Development Corporation 

 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  We will now move on to the principal business of today’s meeting, 

which is our question and answer session on the Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation 

(OPDC).  We have before us Liz Peace CBE, Chairman of the OPDC, and Michael Mulhern, Interim Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) of the OPDC.  Welcome to both of you. 

 

Liz Peace CBE (Chairman, Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation):  Thank you. 

 

Michael Mulhern (Interim Chief Executive Officer, Old Oak and Park Royal Development 

Corporation):  Thank you. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  There will be three lead-off questions and Assembly Members may ask 

supplementary questions after each of the lead-off questions has been answered.  Before asking the 

lead-off question, the Assembly will receive a short opening statement from the Chairman and the 

Interim CEO of up to five minutes in total.  Which of you is going to go first? 

 

Liz Peace CBE (Chairman, Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation):  I will kick off, 

Chairman.  Thank you very much for the opportunity to meet you all.  In fact, to some extent my opening 

statement may answer the first of the questions that has been put before us, which is to talk about what 

we have actually been doing since last September, when I appeared before you with Victoria Hills, the 

previous CEO.  We have had a very busy period.  We feel it has been very productive.  We have produced 

now our [Infrastructure] Delivery Plan for unlocking the Old Oak North part of the site.  If you remember, 

when I spoke to you before I explained that we were looking at how we could divide the Old Oak and 

Park Royal challenge into a number of deliverable chunks so that we were not trying to do everything at 

once and managing to do nothing.  We have focused on bringing forward what we call Old Oak North.  

We now have a Delivery Plan for that which was agreed by our Board and by the Greater London 

Authority (GLA) in September last year [2017].   

 

The biggest thing that is happening to us at the moment is the whole process of bidding for money from 

the Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF).  This is something that has been set up and is administered by 

central Government.  We have put in a bid for £250 million to spend on, as the name implies, 

infrastructure that will help us to unlock that Old Oak North portion of the site.  We have got through 

the first stage and we are now working very energetically to get through the outlying business case 

stage, which is a process required by any dispensing of central Government money.  I can talk a bit more 

about that if you want me to.  We see this as a crucial injection of resource to help us unlock in the order 

of 11,000 to 12,000 homes in this Old Oak North area.   

 

We have underpinned this with the sorts of the things we have to do, which include bringing forward a 

credible local plan.  We have revised the original draft of the local plan quite substantially on the back of 



 

 

detailed planning work that was done for us by AECOM as part of the master-planning.  This in itself has 

been a very productive exercise.  This was not just a soft and fluffy, “Shall we put a tree here?  Shall we 

put a tree there?”  This was a detailed piece of master-planning looking at how we could deliver our local 

plan.  That has caused us to make some amendments, which Mick [Michael Mulhern] will be happy to 

talk about.  Detailed things like how you cope with different levels, how you manage the access into and 

out of the site, how you align the bridges, the underpasses and all the other various things we need.  A 

very complex piece of work.   

 

We have also been continuing to talk to High Speed 2 (HS2) and the Department for Transport (DfT) 

about the station in the south of the site.  That will not be our focus for delivery until at least 2026 

because the station will not be completed until then.  We need to let HS2 have free reign to get it built.  

However, what you do need to do is make sure it is designed, and its connectivities designed, in such a 

way that it fits in with our future plans.  We have been working very closely with HS2 and they have 

agreed a number of significant changes to the station in order to facilitate its future incorporation into 

what we are trying to do.   

 

Our Planning Committee has permitted 2,049 homes, 34% of those affordable by unit.  We have 1,412 

starts on-site.  There is some stuff happening there.   

 

I have also been fortunate enough to strengthen the Board with some additional members.  My 

recruitment at the end of last year was specifically aimed at bringing in some people with commercial 

delivery experience and that is what I have done.  We are now in the process of doing a recruitment 

exercise because all the people who joined the Board when we set the Corporation up have now done 

their three years.  We extended them a little bit.  They have done their period, so the Mayor requires us 

to go out and re-recruit.  I am currently recruiting six members who will cover a wide range of expertise, 

community, local business, regeneration, all the sorts of facets you would expect, in addition to the 

commercial expertise I already have.   

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you very much.  Is there anything you would like to add? 

 

Michael Mulhern (Interim Chief Executive Officer, Old Oak and Park Royal Development 

Corporation):  No, I think Liz had covered that quite comprehensively.   
 


